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27 February 2008
Lip-syncing broccoli attracts complaints
Complaints against an advertisement featuring a party scene with various vegetables have been dismissed by the Advertising Standards Board.

The TV advertisement, for Copperpot Dips, considered at the Board’s February meeting, featured an angry floret of broccoli and drew complaints from viewers who took offence  at the language used in the ad even though no actual swear words were used.

“The ad is clearly tongue-in-cheek and a bit of fun,” said Advertising Standards Bureau Chief Executive Officer, Fiona Jolly.

“Any use of bad language was only implied. The advertiser was being creative in the use of suggestion and innuendo.

A small number of people were disturbed by the bleeping sound, said Ms Jolly, but the broader community was unlikely to take offence at the ads.
“As the advertiser pointed out, broccoli doesn’t have lips, so it is impossible to lip read what word, if any at all, the bleep actually represents,” Ms Jolly said.

“The Board members all have a good sense of humour. They do have a laugh and recognise humour as part of advertising where appropriate,” said Ms Jolly.

Also at its February meeting, the Advertising Standards Board reaffirmed its view that community standards on health and safety are linked to activities which the community views as socially unacceptable or as societal norms. 
The Board dismissed complaints brought against ads under 2.6 of the Advertiser Code of Ethics including an ad for a ‘crash diet’, another featuring a pair of feet propped up on a car dashboard and a print advertisement for breast enhancements.
A full list of the advertisements considered by the Advertising Standards Board at its February meeting can be viewed on the ASB website: www.adstandards.com.au under ‘Case Reports’. 
Contact: Fiona Jolly, Chief Executive Officer, 02 6262 9822
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