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21 July 2008 

Advertiser to mend wicked ways

The Advertising Standards Board has upheld complaints against marketing slogans on campervans which over the past month have caused outcry from the community. 

“The community’s concerns have also been taken up by the media and public officials,” Advertising Standards Bureau Chief Executive Officer, Ms Alison Abernethy said.

“We welcome the complaints and we also welcome the media highlighting issues which it sees as community concerns.

“We want people to know that they can complain about any advertising they find offensive and that their complaint will be taken seriously,” she said.

Ms Abernethy said the advertiser, Wicked Campers, had agreed to abide with the Board’s decisions.

“The advertiser has listened to community concerns and will remove the slogans which are causing offence,” Ms Abernethy said.

“In agreeing to comply with the Board’s decision and remove the slogans, the advertiser has agreed to not use the same slogan on other vans in the company’s fleet.

“This is the case with all ads where complaints are upheld. If a complaint is upheld about the words or images used in advertisement, then that ad cannot be used in the future,” Ms Abernethy said.

The Board determined that two campervan slogans were in breach of Section 2.1 of the AANA Code of Ethics (discrimination and vilification). 

“The Board considered the slogans to be mysoginistic and demeaning to women and that they served to commodify women and could not be considered humorous or acceptable,” Ms Abernethy said.
She said another four slogans could not be fully considered by the Board as it did not have visual evidence that the vans with the slogans exist. Consequently, the complaints were dismissed.
During its July meeting the Advertising Standards Board considered complaints against 40 advertisements. All advertisers have responded to the Board’s decisions and, if complaints were upheld, have removed or discontinued their ads.

More information about the complaints process and a full list of the advertisements considered can be viewed on the ASB website: www.adstandards.com.au under ‘Case Reports’. 

Contact: Alison Abernethy, Chief Executive Officer, 02 6262 9822
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